




buildings. The hexagonal room, graced with flowers and photos
of Mother and Sri Aurobindo, looked out on the upper reaches
of the redwoods, like a spaceship hovering above the valley,
filled with silent pilgrams listening to Sunil’s music and watch-
ing the morning sun slip through the leaves.

Working groups, from lo-12 a.m., brought us down to earth.
I roamed around, pretending to be a reporter, listening to the
land trusters and fund raisers. Those who facilitated these
meetings were well-prepared both in ideas and structure-more
so than in previous AUMs. There was a combination of interest
in the topic and skills with which to present it that worked
effectively. Decisions were reached and goals set. Writing in
September I know that more follow-up work has been done than
at previous meetings. I also think that we, the participants, have
more realistic expectations of what can be done at a three day
gathering. AUM III did a better job of balancing our need to be
inspired by and connected to each other and our quest for
organization and coherent effort.

The planning group of AVI-USA had wisely left the after-
noons open. The first full day featured a meeting with the
Aurovilians present to hear the latest developments in India.
Otherwise, AUMers were seen talking in pairs or clusters,
playing volleyball or off to tennis, being stretched by Larry
Jacobs in Hatha Yoga, going through the slow motions of Tai
Chi, and hiking up into the woods and out to a viewpoint from
where the Pacific lay spread out in the distance, and you could
almost see the Matrimandir.

At night we did see it in well-received videos of Auroville by
Alain and Patricia, followed by surprise gifts of beaded pouches
made in Afsaneh’s Kottakarai workshop, glittering beaded con-
tainers of Auroville earth that we hung around our necks. Other
night-time events included a discussion on “Sri Aurobindo,
The Mother and the Triune Path” led by Paul Molinari of San
Francisco and David Wickenden of Washington DC; a slide
show on the Matrimandir by Seyril Schochen; a multimedia
meditation (slides of Ashram paintings and Mother’s photos
accompanied by a reading of The Mother by Paula Murphy and
Brian Walton of Wisconsin; a slide show and discussion of art
by Gene Maslow; and a bonfire with music and devotional
singing.

Then later, before sleep, in the dormatories among new-
found roommates, there was the sharing and giggles that are a
part of camp life, even a yoga camp. With each new addition of
AUM the threads between us grow more taut. Step-by-step we
move closer together in personal, more understanding ways,
move together as we who are small parts of a great epic must
move. Though there are no more Darshans with Them in the
physical, we can only try, as Jeanne suggested after the first
day’s meditation, to share with each other the darshans within
us. At AUM III, many individual, outward boundaries dis-
solved into little moments of darshan, when two people vibrated
on the same string that led beyond both.

Gordon Korstange

Plan to Attend
AUM ‘88

which will be held
over the

July 4th weekend

Sri Aurobindo Association

The non-profit organization that publishes Collaboration ;
that sells books and incense from the Sri Aurobindo Ashram;
that channels donations from the USA to Auroville and the
Ashram; that sponsors events such as the All-USA Meeting;
and that has an office in High Falls, New York, has changed
its name from Matagiri Sri Aurobindo Center to Sri Au-
robindo Association.

This has been done to end the confusion over the name
Matagiri which was given by the Mother to the land and
mountain where Sam Spanier and Eric Hughes first began
the work we carry on. They continue to have Darshans there,
and to run a retreat center. From now on, “Matagiri” refers
only to that center, that land in Mt. Tremper, New York.

The Sri Aurobindo Association is a group of people who
come together in different places in the Northeast for gather-
ings, work and events connected with the yoga of Sri Au-
robindo and the Mother. Along with the activities listed
above, the Sri Aurobindo Association hopes to help, with its
resources and information network, individuals and groups
in the Northeast who would like to sponsor retreats, lectures,
gatherings, and projects. Sri Aurobindo Association encour-
ages your participation, your company, and your ideas. Our
address is still:

P.O. Box 372
High Falls, NY 12440

(914) 687-9222
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supreme force. It is through the release of this force latent in us
and the descent of this force from its pristine level that the work
of transformation of body-life-mind has to be achieved.

Collective life on earth has not so far been governed by truly
spiritual consciousness. In China and in the West it has been
governed by certain ethical ideals, in India it was looked upon as
only preparatory to spiritual growth (consider the stages and
aims of life). Perhaps time was not ripe for a thorough overhaul-
ing of collective life. It is in the modem period with the progress
of technology that ideas of building a perfect and equitable
society have come up with persuasiveness, and attempts have
been made to reform or revolutionize old societies. These ideas
emanated mostly from the West. Sri Aurobindo’s response is a
corrective to the overly extemalistic thinking of the West. Sri
Aurobindo asserts that external organization by itself cannot
achieve anything great. The crux of the problem is in human
nature; that has to be changed. Education and s&o-political  set
up surely influence human behavior, but only on the surface.
That is why no system so far has succeeded in solving any of the
human problems. The Mother says, “The age of Capitalism
and business draws to an end. But the age of Communism is also
going to pass. “2 A third and superior system can evolve only
through a deeper change in human nature; and a radical change
of human nature can come only through Supramental transfor-
mation.

The Mother is supposed to incarnate the Supermind. So says
Sri Aurobindo:

“Her embodiment is a chance for the earth-con-
sciousness to receive the Supramental into it and to
undergo first the transformation necessary for that
to be possible. “3

The gate to the supramental transformation of man and society
is through her. In addition to the utterance just quoted, two
other things deserve mention. One, the arrangement that Sri
Aurobindo made for guiding the disciples. The Mother was put
up as the Guru, they were to receive things, material and
spiritual, from her. It is interesting that disciples would address
their letters describing their daily experiences to the Mother,
and Sri Aurobindo would look over them and comment on the
margin. If Sri Aurobindo is the Supramental Avatar, the Moth-
er is his executive agent. As the Mother once said,

“Without him, I exist not;
Without me, he is unmanifest.“4

In Suvitri , the epic poem which is a spiritual saga, a definitive
and sublime expression of the inner structure of the cosmos, it is
Savitri, the incarnate Divine Mother, who bears the burden of
separation and death and ultimately brings down immortality to
her human husband. She does that having pressed into service
the very dark design of the god of death.

The mother-figure, the dynamic divine, has been considered
by the Indian tradition, Tantra in particular (Saiva, Sakta,
Vaisnava; each sect has its Aguma  , the other name for Tantra)  ,
as the Creatrix. From that point of view Rama, Krishna, and all
other avatars are children of the Mother, so also Sri Aurobindo.
But Sri Aurobindo is lucky enough not only to be missioned by
her but also to have her as an incarnation for the fulfillment of
his mission.

It is well-known how the Mother continued to work for the
supramental transformation after Sri Aurobindo left it, strategi-
cally, half-finished to work better from the subtle physical plane
freed from the gross physical frame. She has given hints of her
herculian task in the “Notes on the Way” published serially
over a number of years in Bulletin of Sri Aurobindo Znternation-
al Center ofEducation.  The full ‘Log’ that she maintained has
been published, with the title L’Agenda  de M&e, in thirteen
volumes by Institut De Rechercher Evolutive, Paris. This will
surely be hailed as an extraordinary document of a superhuman
effort at changing the whole material base of human nature.

Supermind is not
heightened or deepened mind,

it is a consciousness of another range
in which all-comprehending unitive

vision is inherent.

It is, however, a fact that the Mother also has left her work
incomplete. This is never to be. understood as a personal failure.
Completion of the work demands a consent and cooperation of
the entire world. In the words of the Mother:

“However great, however conscious, however powerful
an Avatar may be, he cannot all alone realize the supra-
mental life on earth. It is either a group in time, arranged
in a file in time or a group spread over a space-perhaps
both-that are indispensable for the Realization. I am
convinced of it. ’ l5

Spiritual progress toward higher consciousness can be made
by following any recognized path. But supramental transfonna-
tion for evolutionary progress does not seem possible without
knowing her and graced by her. She is, we have reasons to
believe, working relentlessly for the next evolutionary leap
forward, and it is our privilege to cooperate with her.

The gate to the
supramental transformation

of man and society
is through her.

Notes:
1. The Mother on Sri Aurobindo  , (Pondicherry: Sri Aurobindo

Ashram, 1961).
2. Ihe Laboratory Notebook (entry, dated March 21, 1956) a

one-volume condensation of Z%e Agenda brought out by
Institute De Rechercher Evolutive, Paris, 1977.

3. Sri Aurobindo Birth Centenary Library, Vol. 25, p. 49.
4. The Mother on Sri Aurobindo  .
5. Bulletin of Sri Aurobindo International Center of Education,

August, 1962, p. 73.
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This idea originated at the AUM conference. People felt it
would provide a basis for exchange of information among the
entire community. It would at the very least offer moral support
and encouragement and create an awareness of our personal
resources within the yoga. It may encourage the development of
study groups by spreading the awareness of their existence and
facilitate the gathering of individuals in various geographical
areas of the U.S. It should help individuals to become more
involved with each other. Thus it would facilitate the develop-
ment of the community of Sri Aurobindo devotees throughout
the USA.

If you are interested in having your name in the Sri Aurobindo
network yellow pages write to Santosh Krinsky at the Wilmot
Center.

Merriam Hill Center
2067Massachusetts Avenue

Cambridge; MA 02140

People interested in participating in an experiential program
for observing whole systems within the context of Auroville
should contact the center in regards to their education program
titled, Understanding Auroville.

This program is coordinated by Peter Callaway for 6 to 10
people. The group departs from the U.S. on January 5, 1988
and returns on January 29, 1988. The program begins in
Madras on January 7 where the group will get acquainted and
tour Madras. There will be an introductory program about the
philosophy, history, environmental and educational projects of
the community. There will be a few seminars and optional trips
to other places in India. Participants will have the opportunity to
volunteer their services to the Auroville community through
agricultural, business, construction, and service projects, or
other areas which they may be interested in.

Willow Gold Farm/Global View
Rt. 3, Spring Green, WI

23

Global View will complete another summer of festivals pre-
senting the arts and crafts of Asian Countries with its October
3rd and 4th Himilayan Holiday Festival. Of special note to the
readers of Collaboration is Brian Walton’s report on the Festi-
val of India. With the assistance of the University of Wisconsin
in Madison, Gobal  Views was able to present a Bharata Natyam
Performance, Indian Folk dancing, Carnatic vocal and veena
accompanied by a mridumgum and an informative presentation
of the Camatic style of music.

Marion Nelson is happy to announce that she will be able to
visit Auroville during her annual trip to Asia. Her tour, which
has been successful for the last three years , is fully booked and
she looks forward to establishing a home base in Katmandu by
renting a flat for the duration of her tour in Asia.

Brian Walton and Paula Murphy presented an audio-visual
meditation at the AUM in California. It was based on slides
from the book Love Treasures and the Sri Aurobindo Ashram
Library paintings by Tessa and slides from the Delhi Ashram of
Mother. Brian showed the slides while Paula read from the
Mother. Those who attended the presentation felt that they had
been blessed with darshan and experienced the beauty and light
of the yoga in a very artistic and creative way.

Brian Walton will continue his work with audio-visual
meditations and would like to offer his services for making
slides from photos. He is able to produce good quality slides of

August 15, 1987 guests at Matagiri darshan
Photo by Julian Lines

~pictures  of Sri Aurobindo, Mother, the Ashram, Auroville and
photos from Ashram Publications. He will do this work for cost
and wants to maintain a collection of slides related to the yoga
for everyone.

~Auroville International USA
P. 0. Box 142489

3112 ‘0 ’ St.
Sacramento, CA 95816

AVI-USA, this year’s coordinators for AUM, report that
there’s a new California phenomena called post-AUM syn-
drome. Board members and meeting organizers took sometime
to “come down” from the experience. There has been a won-
derful response from participants at AUM which manifested in
an office party, i.e., five people working together to do organi-
zational work at the office. Prem Sobel’s expertise on the
computer was particularly beneficial to moving the work along.

September was dedicated to electing new board members.
There are seven positions on the AVI-USA board and only three
people officially tilling those positions. Paid members of the
organization were asked to nominate themselves to the board
and ballots were sent out to the voting associates for electing
new board members. The current three member board asked
that people living in Northern California take the positions of
president, secretary, and treasurer in order to facilitate the
meetings from the office in Sacramento. Members living in
other parts of the U.S. were encouraged to be on the board and
attend the meetings via conference calls. It was hoped that a new
board with seven members would be in place by October.

The board is considering the recommendation from the AUM
fund raising committee to hire a professional fund raiser. AVI-
USA has set as a priority, fund raising for the Auroville Land
Fund. Efforts are being made to streamline the office and
expand participation in the organization through conference
calls and a computer modem to take advantage of electronic
notice board and fax machine type communications. They also
hope to find new ways of getting information on Auroville out in
the U.S.

Anyone interested in taking out a membership with AVI-USA
should send an address label and the appropriate fee to the office
in Sacramento. The fees are $12 for a student or senior, $24 for
a single working person, and $36 for working couples/partners.



(The reminiscenses  will be short.
Z came to India to meet Sri Aurobindo. When he le# his body,

I continued to live here in order to do his work which is by serving
the Truth and enlightening mankind, to hasten the rule of the

Divine s Love  upon earth.)
~21 February 1968


